
 

Commercial Buildings in the UK: Approach to selecting the top 15% 

energy efficient buildings (derived from Governmental publications) 
 

This document is sourced completely from the latest Governmental data releases and publications 

from England & Wales1 and Scotland2. 

This memo serves as an executive summary of the respective data releases in the context of 

identifying a suitable threshold to select the top 15% of energy efficient commercial buildings in 

England & Wales and Scotland and should be read alongside the full publications. 

This document also includes conclusions, which are made to provide clarity, explanation and context 

for its purpose. The conclusions are not part of the data releases and publications. 

 

Definitions/clarifications: 

 

EPC (Energy Performance Certificate) – An Energy Performance Certificate for a building in the UK. 

Methodologies to calculate EPC labels within the UK are different regionally, hence Scotland and 

England & Wales are considered separately.  

Domestic building EPC – residential building EPC 

Non-domestic building EPC– commercial building EPC 

 

  

                                                           
1England & Wales: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/live-tables-on-energy-performance-
of-buildings-certificates#epcs-for-non-domestic-properties 
2 Scotland: https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Business/Energy/Database 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/live-tables-on-energy-performance-of-buildings-certificates#epcs-for-non-domestic-properties
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/live-tables-on-energy-performance-of-buildings-certificates#epcs-for-non-domestic-properties
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Business/Energy/Database


 

Part 1 – EPC eligibility criteria in England & Wales 
 

Tables & Figures: 
 

Table 1: 

A - Number of Non-Domestic Energy Performance Certificates lodged on the Register in 

England & Wales by Energy Performance Asset Rating - in each Year/Quarter to 30/06/20193

           

   Number of Lodgements by Energy Performance Asset Rating 

  
Number of Lodgements Total Floor Area (m2) A A+ B C D E F G 

Not 

Recorded 

Total  889,293 656,555,490 13,409 507 73,263 243,338 275,773 151,819 59,309 71,361 514 

            
Source: ‘Live tables on Energy Performance of Buildings Certificates’, Gov.uk 

 

Conclusion: Approach to select top 15% energy efficient commercial buildings in England & Wales by 

EPC rating 

 

Top 15% threshold (A & B labels) 9.8% 

Total non-domestic buildings in England & Wales4 2,073,070 

EPC coverage vs. total stock 42.9% 

 

Table 1 shows the distribution of EPC’s for commercial buildings in England & Wales as of June 2019. 
Analysing the data to obtain the cumulative totals shows that the threshold within the top 15% 
equates to commercial buildings with an A, A+ or B label; this equates to a cumulative total of 9.8% 
of buildings within the EPC database.  
 
The coverage of commercial buildings with an EPC label currently equates to around 43% of all 
commercial buildings in England & Wales. This means that commercial buildings holding an EPC A, A+ 
or B label belong to the top 9.8% most energy efficient commercial buildings in England & Wales. As 
it is expected that new buildings are overrepresented in the EPC database, extending the analysis to 
the entire building stock would very likely result in an even lower share of than 9.8%. 
  

                                                           
3 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/live-tables-on-energy-performance-of-buildings-
certificates#epcs-for-non-domestic-properties ; EPCs for non-domestic properties: ‘Table A: non-domestic 
Energy Performance Certificates by energy performance asset rating’ (as of 30/06/2019) 
4 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/non-domestic-rating-stock-of-properties-including-business-
floorspace-2019 – ‘NDR Stock of Properties tables 2019’ ; Table SOP2.0 (as of 31/03/2019) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/live-tables-on-energy-performance-of-buildings-certificates#epcs-for-non-domestic-properties
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/live-tables-on-energy-performance-of-buildings-certificates#epcs-for-non-domestic-properties
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/non-domestic-rating-stock-of-properties-including-business-floorspace-2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/non-domestic-rating-stock-of-properties-including-business-floorspace-2019


 

Part 2 – EPC eligibility criteria in Scotland 
 

Tables & Figures: 

 

Table 1: 

Average energy efficiency levels of non-domestic properties, by type, Scotland, 20175 
Building type A B C D E F G 

All non-domestic buildings 1.2% 3.6% 8.7% 13.1% 17.7% 14.2% 41.7% 

Source: ‘Energy Statistics Database - June 2019’, Scottish Government
5
 

Figure 1: 

 

Source: ‘Energy Statistics Database - June 2019’, Scottish Government
5
 

 

Conclusion: Approach to select top 15% energy efficient commercial buildings in Scotland by EPC rating 

 

Top 15% threshold (A, B & C labels) 13.5% 

Total non-domestic buildings in Scotland6 ~200,000 

EPC coverage vs. total stock7 21.0% 

 

Table 1 shows the distribution of EPC’s for commercial buildings in Scotland as of end 2017 
(published in June 2019). Analysing the data to obtain the cumulative totals shows that the threshold 
within the top 15% equates to commercial buildings with an A, B or C label; this equates to a 
cumulative total of 13.5% of buildings within the EPC database.  
 
The coverage of commercial buildings with an EPC label currently equates to around 21% of all 
commercial buildings in Scotland. This means that commercial buildings holding an EPC A, B or C 
label belong to the top 13.5% most energy efficient commercial buildings in Scotland. As it is 
expected that new buildings are overrepresented in the EPC database, extending the analysis to the 
entire building stock would very likely result in an even lower share of than 13.5%. 

                                                           
5 Energy Statistics Database - June 2019; Tab: ’Non-domestic EPC’ 
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Business/Energy/Database  

(latest published: June 2019, data as of end 2017) 
6 https://www.gov.scot/policies/energy-efficiency/energy-efficiency-in-non-domestic-buildings/  
(as of July 2017) 
7 https://www.gov.scot/publications/energy-performance-certificates-local-authority-lodgements/  
(as of Dec 2018) 

https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Business/Energy/Database
https://www.gov.scot/policies/energy-efficiency/energy-efficiency-in-non-domestic-buildings/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/energy-performance-certificates-local-authority-lodgements/


 

DISCLAIMER 

THIS DOCUMENT IS INTENDED TO PROVIDE NON-EXHAUSTIVE, GENERAL INFORMATION. THIS 
DOCUMENT MAY CONTAIN OR INCORPORATE BY REFERENCE PUBLIC INFORMATION NOT SEPARATELY 
REVIEWED, APPROVED OR ENDORSED BY AIB AND ACCORDINGLY, NO REPRESENTATION, WARRANTY 
OR UNDERTAKING, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, IS GIVEN BY OR ON BEHALF OF AIB OR ANY OF THEIR 
RESPECTIVE MEMBERS, DIRECTORS, OFFICERS, AGENTS OR EMPLOYEES OR ANY OTHER PERSON AS TO,  
AND NO RESPONSIBILITY OR LIABILITY IS ACCEPTED BY AIB AND NO RELIANCE SHOULD BE PLACED ON, 
THE FAIRNESS, ACCURACY, REASONABLENESS OR COMPLETENESS OF SUCH INFORMATION. 

THIS DOCUMENT MAY CONTAIN STATEMENTS ABOUT FUTURE EVENTS, PLANS, OBJECTIVES, GOALS, 
STRATEGIES AND EXPECTATIONS THAT ARE FORWARD LOOKING STATEMENTS. THESE FORWARD 
LOOKING STATEMENTS CAN BE IDENTIFIED BY THE FACT THAT THEY DO NOT RELATE ONLY TO 
HISTORICAL OR CURRENT FACTS. FORWARD LOOKING STATEMENTS SOMETIMES USE WORDS SUCH 
AS ‘AIM’, ‘ANTICIPATE’, ‘TARGET’, ‘EXPECT’, ‘ESTIMATE’, ‘INTEND’, ‘PLAN’, ‘GOAL’, ‘BELIEVE’, ‘MAY’, 
‘COULD’, ‘WILL’, ‘SEEK’, ‘CONTINUE’, ‘SHOULD’, ‘ASSUME’, OR OTHER WORDS OF SIMILAR MEANING. 
NONE OF THE FUTURE PROJECTIONS, EXPECTATIONS, ESTIMATES OR PROSPECTS IN THIS DOCUMENT 
SHOULD BE TAKEN AS FORECASTS OR PROMISES NOR SHOULD THEY BE TAKEN AS IMPLYING ANY 
INDICATION, ASSURANCE OR GUARANTEE THAT THE ASSUMPTIONS ON WHICH SUCH FUTURE 
PROJECTIONS, EXPECTATIONS, ESTIMATES OR PROSPECTS HAVE BEEN PREPARED ARE CORRECT OR 
EXHAUSTIVE OR, IN THE CASE OF THE ASSUMPTIONS, FULLY STATED IN THIS DOCUMENT. AIB HAS AND 
UNDERTAKES NO OBLIGATION TO UPDATE, MODIFY OR AMEND THIS DOCUMENT, THE STATEMENTS 
CONTAINED HEREIN TO REFLECT ACTUAL CHANGES IN ASSUMPTIONS OR CHANGES IN FACTORS 
AFFECTING THESE STATEMENTS OR TO OTHERWISE NOTIFY ANY ADDRESSEE IF ANY INFORMATION, 
OPINION, PROJECTION, FORECAST OR ESTIMATE SET FORTH HEREIN CHANGES OR SUBSEQUENTLY 
BECOMES INACCURATE.  

THIS DOCUMENT IS NOT INTENDED TO BE AND SHOULD NOT BE CONSTRUED AS PROVIDING LEGAL OR 
FINANCIAL ADVICE. IT DOES NOT CONSTITUTE AN OFFER OR INVITATION TO SELL OR ANY 
SOLICITATION OF ANY OFFER TO SUBSCRIBE FOR OR PURCHASE OR A RECOMMENDATION REGARDING 
ANY SECURITIES. NOTHING CONTAINED HEREIN SHALL FORM THE BASIS OF ANY CONTRACT OR 
COMMITMENT WHATSOEVER AND IT HAS NOT BEEN APPROVED BY ANY SECURITY REGULATORY 
AUTHORITY. 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THIS DOCUMENT AND OF THE INFORMATION IT CONTAINS MAY BE SUBJECT TO 
LEGAL RESTRICTIONS IN SOME COUNTRIES. PERSONS WHO MIGHT COME INTO POSSESSION OF IT 
MUST INQUIRE AS TO THE EXISTENCE OF SUCH RESTRICTIONS AND COMPLY WITH THEM. 

THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT HAS NOT BEEN INDEPENDENTLY VERIFIED. 

THE ADDRESSEE IS SOLELY LIABLE FOR ANY USE OF THE INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN AND AIB 
AND ANY OF THEIR RESPECTIVE MEMBERS, DIRECTORS, OFFICERS OR EMPLOYEES OR ANY OTHER 
PERSON SHALL NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY DAMAGES OR LOSS, DIRECT, INDIRECT OR 
OTHERWISE, ARISING FROM ANY USE OF THIS DOCUMENT OR ITS CONTENTS OR OTHERWITH ARISING 
IN CONNECTION WITH THIS DOCUMENT BY THE ADDRESSEE. 

PROSPECTIVE INVESTORS ARE REQUIRED TO MAKE THEIR OWN INDEPENDENT INVESTMENT 
DECISIONS. 

IN ADDITION, IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT ALL OF THE EXPECTED BENEFITS OF THE PROJECTS AS 
DESCRIBED IN THIS DOCUMENT MAY NOT BE ACHIEVED. FACTORS INCLUDING (BUT NOT LIMITED TO) 
MARKET, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC CONDITIONS, CHANGES IN GOVERNMENT POLICY (WHETHER 
WITH A CONTINUITY OF THE GOVERNMENT OR ON A CHANGE IN THE COMPOSITION OF THE 



 

GOVERNMENT), CHANGES IN LAWS, RULES OR REGULATIONS, THE LACK OF AVAILABLE SUITABLE 
PROJECTS BEING INITIATED, FAILURE TO COMPLETE OR IMPLEMENT PROJECTS AND OTHER 
CHALLENGES, COULD LIMIT THE ABILITY TO ACHIEVE SOME OR ALL OF THE EXPECTED BENEFITS OF 
THESE INITIATIVES, INCLUDING THE FUNDING AND COMPLETION OF ELIGIBLE GREEN PROJECTS. IN 
ADDITION, EACH ENVIRONMENTALLY FOCUSED POTENTIAL PURCHASER OF AIB GREEN BONDS 
SHOULD BE AWARE THAT ELIGIBLE GREEN PROJECTS MAY NOT DELIVER THE ENVIRONMENTAL OR 
SUSTAINABILITY BENEFITS ANTICIPATED, AND MAY RESULT IN ADVERSE IMPACTS. ON THIS BASIS, ALL 
AND ANY LIABILITY, WHETHER ARISING IN TORT, CONTRACT OR OTHERWISE WHICH ANY PURCHASER 
OF AIB GREEN BONDS OR ANY OTHER PERSON MIGHT OTHERWISE HAVE IN RESPECT OF THIS 
DOCUMENT OR ANY AIB GREEN BONDS AS A RESULT OF ANY FAILURE TO ADHERE TO OR COMPLY 
WITH THIS DOCUMENT IS HEREBY DISCLAIMED TO THE FULLEST EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW. 

 

 
 


